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My king has brought a gift of gold, and the other kings are 
carrying incense and myrrh, thought Joel. How can I meet 

this new King with empty hands?

Joel is a stable boy traveling with wise men to meet the 
newborn King of kings, but what can he give to such an 
important person? 

Journey with Joel as he discovers how his humble gift is 
more special than he first imagined. This wonderful little 
story for Christmas and Epiphany will help children to 
learn that no gift is too small for baby Jesus.
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“Whatever you did  

for one of these least brothers and sisters  

of mine, you did for me.”

 — Jesus

    (Mt 25:40)
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“The star we have been waiting for  
has appeared! A new king has been born!”  
announced the king one night. 
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“We will leave tomorrow  
at sunset to follow the star!”
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Joel was seven years old. He was the son of the 
king’s stableman.

He helped his father care for the horses, the 
camels, the sheep, and the goats.

Knowing that it would be a long journey, Joel had 
helped his father to prepare everything: the blankets, 
the water, and the hay.  
The animals were  
ready.
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The king’s caravan traveled west.  
Soon they met caravans from nearby kingdoms  
and they all traveled together.
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Guided by the star during the silence of the night, the group 
moved like a ship among the sand dunes.

The kings and people had heard about and had waited for 
many generations for the birth of the King of kings. Now the 
star showed them the way night after night.
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My king has brought a gift of gold. The other 
kings are carrying incense and myrrh, thought 
Joel. How can I meet this new King with empty 
hands? he worried.

Then he had an idea. “I know how to 
whittle wood,” he said. “I will bring the 
newborn King a little camel I can make with 
my own hands!”
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